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Town  Hall,  Shipley, 

October,  1945. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
services  of  Shipley  for  the  year  1944. 

In  1944,  the  fifth  year  of  the  war,  Shipley  had  its  highest  birth 
rate  (19.2)  since  1921;  the  infant  mortality  rate  at  43  per  1,000 
live  births  was  near  to  the  town’s  lowest  figure  (40)  and  the  death 
rate  at  14  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  a  definite  improvement 
on  the  previous  year’s  figure  (15.2)  but  was  above  the  average  of 
the  rates  (13.4)  during  the  four  previous  war  years.  The  natural 
increase  in,  the  population  was  151  or  5.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  accounted  for  two  deaths,  but 
the  Shipley  figure  still  compared  favourably  with  that  in  the  small 
towns  or  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate 
which  had  shown  an  unwelcome  increase  in  1943  declined,  though 
not  quite  to  the  levels  of  recent  years. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  of  the  annual  rates 
of  infant  mortality  during  the  five  years  1914 — 1918  was  134, 
whereas  in  the  six  years  1939 — 1944  it  was  47,  a  reduction  of 
nearly  two  thirds.  These  periods  are  comparable  in  that  they 
cover,  broadly  speaking,  the  periods  of  the  wars,  and  show  the 
enormous  strides  in  infant  care  and  reflect  the  success  of  welfare 
schemes,  of  the  education  of  the  public  in  infant  hygiene,  the 
extended  use  of  dried  milks,  the  introduction  of  differential 
rationing  in  favour  of  mothers  and  children,  and  also  the  general 
raising  of  the  standard  of  housing  and  the  reduction  in  fly  popu¬ 
lation  by  changing  forms  of  transport. 

The  common  infectious  diseases  of  childhood  were  not  preva¬ 
lent  and  caused  no  deaths.  Dysentery  (Sonne)  was  prevalent  in 
the  town.  The  notification  rate  is  a  considerable  understatement 
of  its  true  incidence  and  no  doubt  this  is  true  in  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  importance  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  control  of  the 
disease  is  self-evident,  and  the  staffs  of  canteens  and  food  shops 
have  an  especial  responsibility,  particularly  in  view  of  the  increase 
in  communal  feeding  and  the  use  of  shop-prepared  foods.  Many 
cases  of  enteritis  have  been  investigated  with  negative  bacterio¬ 
logical  findings. 

Scabies  was  about  as  common  as  in  the  previous  year;  minor 
skin  conditions  in  children  were  common. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  continued  to  make  headway  among 
the  young  infants;  this  is  very  gratifying,  particularly  as  it  is 
contrary  to  the  general  experience  in  the  country.  Immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  has  been  offered  to  all  children  at  the 
war  nurseries,  but  evidence  in  favour  of  its  usefulness,  whilst 
suggestive,  is  not  conclusive  and  no  efforts  have  been  made  to 
have  it  generally  adopted. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  con¬ 
tinued  to  expand.  With  few  exceptions  the  expectant  mothers 
now  attend  both  midwives’  and  medical  ante-natal  sessions.  New 
high  records  have  been  attained  in  regard  to  attendances  at  infant 
welfare  clinics,  but  as  I  have  pointed  out  before,  more  clinic  work 
by  nurses  means  less  home  visiting  and  I  consider  Shipley  needs 
another  Health  Visitor  to  keep  up  this  most  important  side  of 
maternal  and  child  care.  Co-operation  between  the  Health  Visitors 
and  School  Nurses  and  the  Mid  wives  .and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
is  a  cardinal  feature  of  the  organisation  of  the  Department. 
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In  July,  1944,  the  welfare  committee  decided  to  appoint  a 
consultant  paediatrician  for  children  under  five  years  of  age,  to 
undertake  in  suitable  cases  domiciliary  consultations  with  private 
practitioners  without  cost  to  the  parents.  The  idea  was  to  secure 
a  consultant  opinion  at  an  early  stage  in  all  cases  thought  by  the 
private  doctor  to  require  it.  It  was  disappointing,  therefore,  that 
the  Ministry  of  Health  should  have  felt  unable  to  grant  permission 
to  make  such  an  appointment  especially  so,  as  the  principle  of  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician’s  duties  similarly  undertaken  in  the  case 
of  mothers  under  the  Council’s  arrangements,  was  exactly  parallel. 
There  is  no  doubt  this  service  will  come,  and  be  no  doubt  a  good 
deal  extended. 

It  is  gratifying  to  recall  that  the  scheme  providing  Domestic 
Help  for  sick  or  aged  persons  (permission  to  inaugurate  which  in 
Shipley  was  refused  by  the  Ministry  in  mid  1943)  was  made  gener¬ 
ally  permissible  in  1944.  This  scheme  can  be  invaluable  and  it 
is  undoubtedly  necessary.  In  1945  the  Council  have  adopted  a 
simple  scheme  for  the  care  of  the  aged  in  Council  Houses  and 
have  instructed  me,  in  conjunction  with  the  Housing  Manager,  to 
make  a  comprehensive  report  on  the  care  of  the  aged  in  the  town. 

The  War  Nurseries  have  performed  a  useful  service  and  have 
been  well  utilized.  I  feel  there  is  a  need  for  a  short  stay  residential 
nursery  in  the  town,  and  a  demand  for  day  nurseries  in  a  textile 
area  employing  female  labour  is  inevitable. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  has  extended  during  the 
year;  complaints  and  inspections  have  increased;  in  particular  the 
campaign  against  rats  has  proved  satisfactory. 

As  Shipley  was  not  attacked  from  the  air  during  the  War,  the 
housing  problem  is  not  as  acute  as  in  some  towns,  but  it  is  of 
considerable  dimension  nevertheless.  The  Council  do  not  favour 
flats;  they  have  included  100  temporary  bungalows  as  part  of  their 
housing  schemes.  Early  in  1944  a  report  was  submitted  on  “cellar 
dwellings,’’  a  prominent  and  undesirable  feature  here.  They 
should  be  eliminated  as  soon  as  possible.  One  difficulty  is  that 
some  families  misguidedly  take  a  tenancy  of  a  bad  house  in  the 
hope  of  thereby  securing  at  an  early  date  rehousing  in  a  Council 
house.  Overcrowding  (by  any  intelligent  standard  but  not  the 
legal  one)  is  common  but  its  extent  is  unknown. 

The  Council  continue  to  support  the  National  Smoke  Abate¬ 
ment  Society  and  have  appointed  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  their  representative  on  the  Yorkshire  Regional  Committee.  The 
Council  are  considering  the  installation  of  smoke  reducing  closable 
fires  in  new  Council  houses.  Such  a  step  would  be  a  great  forward 
move,  and  would  be  of  value  not  only  to  the  community  as  a 
whole  but,  I  believe,  of  enormous  and  immediate  practical  advan¬ 
tage  to  that  much  overworked  and  officially  neglected  person,  the 
mother  and  housewife. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  and  loyal  service 
of  all  the  members  of  my  staff,  the  willing  help  given  by  all  the 
chief  officers  of  the  Council,  and  by  the  regional  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  medical  department  of  the  County 
Council.  Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentle¬ 
men,  for  your  unfailing  consideration  and  support  in  all  projects 
designed  to  maintain  and  improve  the  health  of  the  people. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  D.  IRVINE. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  &  HOUSING 
COMMITTEE 


Councillor  C„  M.  Smith,  J.P. 

(Chairman  of  the  Council). 

Councillor  T.  J.  Gray,  J.P.  (Chairman). 

Councillor  A.  W.  Robson  (Vice-Chairman). 

Councillor  J.  Chell.  Councillor  A.  E.  Horne,  J.P. 

,,  S.  Derbyshire. 

,,  J.  Lancaster. 

,,  R.  Lindley.  Councillor  C.  Houlden. 

From  29th  Feb.,  1944 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

COMMITTEE 


Councillor  C.  M.  Smith,  J.P. 

(Chairman  of  the  Council). 

Councillor  R.  Lindley  (Chairman). 

Councillor  J.  R.  Hardcastle  (Vice-Chairman). 

Councillor  A.  Alty.  Councillor  A.  E.  Roberts. 

„  J.  Chell. 

,,  E.  Craven. 

,,  S.  Derbyshire.  Councillor  C.  Houlden. 

From  29th  Feb..  1944 

*Mrs.  J.  Dibb.  *Mrs.  J.  Walker. 


J.  Lancaster. 


Coun.  V.  Waddilove 

Died  27th  Jan.,  1944 


G.  Waddilove. 


Coun.  V.  Waddilove 

Died  27th  Jan.,  1944 


*  Co-opted  Members. 
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Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 

^Consultant  Obstetrician  ... 

^Consultant  Paediatrician  ... 

Senior  Sanitary  Inpsector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent  ... 

District  Sanitary  Inpsectors 


E.  D.  Irvine.  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Mrs.  Gwendolene  Buckle,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(Dunelm) 

W.  F.  Rawson,  F.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.O.G. 

R.  L.  Langley,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

(Ed.) 

W.  H.  Ball,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

W.  Farndale,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
A.M.  Inst.  P.C 

F.  Marks,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 


Health  Visitors  (also  School  Nurses) 

Miss  H.  Dukes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

Miss  M.  A.  Moore,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I.  (resigned  4/3/44) 
Miss  M.  U.  Foster,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I.  (on  active  service) 
Miss  W.  M.  Limbach,  S.R.N.,  S.R.C.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

Mrs.  M.  Gracie,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

Miss  A.  Baldwin,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I.  (appointed  1/4/44) 


Domiciliary  Midwives 

Miss  N.  Whiteley,  S.C.M. 

Miss  N.  Fillingham,  S.C.M. 

Miss  A.  Ellwood,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (appointed  Oct.,  1943,  resigned  28/12/44 


War  Day  Nurseries  (Matrons) 

Victoria  Park  Nursery — Vacant 

Windhill  War  Nursery — Miss  G.  M.  Pearson,  S.R.N.  (resigned  17/10/44 
Manor  Lane  Nursery — Mrs.  N.  Cummings,  S.R.N. 


Clerks 

Miss  F.  Wear 

Miss  D.  Williams  (on  active  service) 

Miss  S.  Shoesmith  (on  active  service) 

Miss  S.  Bower  (on  active  service) 

Miss  B.  Brecknall  (temporary) 

Mrs.  V.  Unwin  (temporary) 

*Mrs.  E.  Robinson  (temporary) 

Miss  B.  Bentley  (temporary) 

Miss  W.  Terence  (temporary)  (also  Dental  Attendant) 
Mrs.  B.  Pipe  (temporary)  appointed  8/8/44 
E.  Keighley  (on  active  service) 

H.  Sheldon  (on  active  service) 


*  Part  time 
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SHIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Census  1931 


Area  of  the  district  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,182 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  30,243 

Number  of  structurally  separate  occupied  dwelling-houses  in 

the  district  at  Census  of  193 1  ...  ...  ...  8,353 

Average  number  of  persons  per  room  at  Census  of  1931  ...  .80 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  Census  of  1931  8,451 


Summary,  1944,  and  Comparison  with  1943 


1943 

1944 

Area  of  the  district  in  acres 

2,183 

2,183 

Estimated  population 

29,380 

28,990 

Estimated  number  of  dwelling-houses  (end  of 

year)  10,040 

10,040 

The  rateable  value  (1st  April) 

,£"207,974  ... 

,£"208,633 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated) 

OO 

t— H 

OO 

£802 

Live  births 

531 

557 

1944 — Legitimate:  Male,  268;  Female,  259. 
Illegitimate:  Male,  18;  Female,  12. 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.1 

Still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

1944 — Legitimate  19;  Male,  9;  Female,  10. 
Illegitimate  0;  Male,  0  ;  Female,  0. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  45 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  446 

1944:  Male,  205  ;  Female,  201. 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.2 


19.2 

19 


33 

406 


14.0 
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1943 


1944 


Comparability  factor 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 
Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

W 
H 
<J 
& 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  41.6 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Death  rate  from  cancer  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Percentage  of  births  occurring  in  public  institutions 

Percentage  of  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions 


(not  available) 


3.6 

5.2 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

2  ... 

3 

3.6 

5.2 

21  ... 

24 

39.6  ... 

43.1 

39.4  ... 

43.6 

41.6  ... 

33.3 

62 

61 

2.1  ... 

2.1 

nil 

nil 

1  ... 

nil 

nil 

2 

15  ... 

11 

0.51  ... 

0.38 

16  ... 

13 

0.54  ... 

0.45 

58  ... 

56.5 

30.3  ... 

26.6 
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Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  during  1944 
(Registrar  General’s  Return),  together  with  a  comparison  in  the 
number  of  deaths  for  1943. 


No.  of 
Deaths 
in  1943 

Deaths,  1944 

Male 

Female 

All 

Persons 

%  of 
Total 
Deaths 

Death 
Rate 
per  1000 
Inhabi¬ 
tants 

446 

All  causes . 

205 

201 

406 

lOO 

14.00 

— 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

15 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

8 

3 

11 

2.7 

0.37 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

2 

— 

2 

0.4 

0.06 

5 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

0.7 

0.10 

14 

Influenza  . 

2 

2 

4 

0.9 

0.13 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-enceph 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  infective  Encephalitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Cancer  of  B.  Cav.  and  oesoph.  (m), 

Uterus  (f) 

1 

5 

6 

1.4 

0.20 

9 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

5 

6 

11 

2.7 

0.37 

5 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

— 

7 

7 

1.7 

0.24 

40 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

23 

14 

37 

9.3 

1.27 

3 

Diabetes  . 

2 

2 

4 

0.9 

0.13 

62 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions . 

22 

27 

49 

12.06 

1.69 

121 

Heart  Disease  . 

58 

51 

109 

26.8 

3.76 

9 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System... 

4 

6 

10 

2.4 

0.34 

24 

Bronchitis  . 

17 

7 

24 

5.9 

0.82 

•20 

Pneumonia . 

8 

5 

13 

3.2 

0.44 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

4- 

2 

6 

1.4 

0.20 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

0.7 

0.10 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years . 

2 

— 

2 

0.4 

0.06 

1 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

0.4 

0.06 

8 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

2 

5 

7 

1.7 

0.24 

18 

Nephritis  . 

10 

8 

18 

4.4 

0.62 

— 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Maternal  causes  . 

— 

3 

3 

0.7 

0.10 

9 

Premature  Birth  . 

7 

4 

11 

2.7 

0.37 

6 

Congenital  Mai.,  Birth  Inj.,  Infant. ,Dis. 

2 

4 

6 

1.4 

0.20 

1 

Suicide  . 

1 

— 

1 

0.2 

0.03 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

1 

— 

1 

0.2 

0.03 

13 

Other  violent  causes  . 

5 

8 

13 

3.2 

0.44 

44 

All  other  causes  . 

14 

29 

43 

10.5 

1.48 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  f  England  and  Wales,  London,  126 
Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  rates  J  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller 
for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  j  Towns,  and  for  Shipley  Urban 
1944,  for  '  District  Council. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


] 

126  County 

148  Smaller 

England 

Boro’s 

Towns 

(Resident 

London 

Ad- 

Shipley 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

ministrative 

Wales 

including 

London 

25,000  to 

50  000  at 

County 

1931  Census) 

Births— 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Live 

17.6 

20.3 

20.9 

15.0 

19.2 

Still 

Deaths — 

0.50 

0.64 

0.61 

0.42 

0.66 

All  Causes  ... 

Typhoid  and 

11.6 

13.7 

12.4 

15.7 

14.0 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

0.00 

Diphtheria... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  ... 

0.12 

0.10 

0.11 

0.08 

0.13 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Rates  per  1,000  live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhooea 

46 

52 

44 

61 

43 

and  Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  age 

4.8 

7.3 

4.4 

10.1 

3.6 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

IN  OTIFICATIONS — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

nil 

Cerebro’  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.06 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.40 

2.41 

2.67 

1.57 

1.55 

Whooping  Cough 

2.49 

2.49 

2.29 

2.90 

2.93 

Diphtheria... 

0.58 

0.67 

0.69 

0.31 

0.68 

Erysipelas 

0.29 

0.32 

0.28 

0.37 

0.20 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

4.16 

4.51 

3.94 

2.98 

0.93 

Pneumonia 

0.97 

1.13 

0.82 

0.93 

0.20 

AT  AT'TT7Tr'  A  TT/AMO 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live 

&  Still) 

IN  (J  1  lr  1LA1  1(JJN  S 

Puerperal  Fever  ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  i 

10.34 

13.13 

9.25 

3.61 

14.14 

) 

1 

Maternal  Mortality 

England  and  Wales 
Shipley 

•  •  • 

1.93 

5.21 

Mortality  per  million  women,  age 

14-45 

Abortion — 

England  and  Wales 

32 

Shipley 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

nil 
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Unemployment 

The  Manager  of  the  Shipley  Employment  Exchange  informs 
me  that  apart  from  unemployable  labour,  there  were  practically 
no  unemployed  in  Shipley  in  1944,  and  also  that  there  was 
practically  no  transference  of  juveniles  into  or  from  the  district. 

* 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  of  the  Area 

Hospital  Services,  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Laboratory 
facilities  remain  as  described  last  year.  The  Civil  Ambulance 
Service  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  by  the  Shipley  Casualty 
Service,  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by 
agreement  between  the  Council  and  the  West  Riding  County 
Council;  733  cases  were  removed  by  the  Civil  Ambulances  in  1944, 
including  80  street  accident  cases,  10  works  accident  cases,  186 
urgent  removals  for  sickness,  422  arranged  removals,  and  35  cases 
on  behalf  of  neighbouring  authorities.  Neighbouring  authorities 
removed  26  cases  on  behalf  of  Shipley.  As  the  result  of  an 
arrangement  with  the  taxi  proprietors,  one  taxi  is  reserved  every 
night  for  urgent  calls  including  maternity  patients  entering  the 
Home,  or  midwives  ’  visits,  etc.,  and  this  has  worked  satisfactorily 
and  has  obviated  the  use  of  the  Ambulances  as  a  taxi  service  for 
normal  maternity  cases. 

Pathological  Specimens  examined  during  1944 

Pathological  specimens  are  examined  at  the  County  Labora¬ 
tory,  Wakefield,  and  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Bradford.  Except  for  specimens  of  blood,  they  are 
delivered  by  hand  to  the  laboratory  on  the  day  they  are  obtained. 

No.  of  specimens  examined  ....  1,057 

Positive.  Negative. 


Fasces  for  intestinal  pathogens 

(Sonne  41,  Atypical  3,  Newcastle  13, 

B.  Morgan  1) 

58 

339 

Throat  swabs  for  diphtheria 

4 

49 

Nasal  swabs  for  diphtheria 

1 

24 

Throat  swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci  .... 

20 

17 

Nasal  swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci  .... 
Blood  for  Wasserman  and  Kahn  Tests — 

8 

11 

Ante  Natal  Cases 

3 

431 

School  children 

Blood  for  Widal,  etc. 

— 

2 

(Waterworks  employees) 

— 

7 

Zondek- Ascheim  or  Friedman  tests 

6 

5 

Eye  swabs  for  G.C. 

— 

9 

Eye  swabs  for  other  organisms 

4 

2 

Vaginal  swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci 

— 

5 

Urines  for  bacteria,  etc . 

4 

2 

Others 

23 

23 

11 


This  list  includes  all  the  specimens  examined  through  the 
Council's  arrangements.  Swabs  from  Shipley  patients  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  are  not  included;  the  Wasserman  tests  include 
a  number  taken  of  Bingley  mothers  attending  the  Maternity  Home 
Clinic. 

Other  specimens  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory  included 
milks  and  waters,  detailed  on  pages  26  and  45. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

In  all  56%  of  all  Shipley  births  (live  and  still)  took  place  in 
public  institutions  and  35%  in  the  patients’  own  homes.  319 
Shipley  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  Shipley  and  Bingley  Joint 
Maternity  Home  during  the  year;  312  babies  were  born  to  the  307 
mothers  delivered.  Twelve  Shipley  mothers  were  delivered  in 
other  public  institutions,  mainly  in  Bradford. 

Shipley  and  Bingley  Joint  Maternity  Home 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  cases  admitted  : — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1 

1944  ! 

Shipley  Private  Cases  ... 

57 

64 

79 

100 

100 

Shipley  Assisted  Cases  ... 

149 

116 

153 

197 

219 

Bingley  Private  Cases  ... 

19 

36 

35 

31 

50 

Bingley  Assisted  Cases  ... 

108 

85 

91 

.93 

97 

County  Cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Outside  area  private  cases 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

335 

301 

358 

421 

466 

Admissions  included  455  mothers  and  11  babies,  including  24 
emergency  unbooked  cases  :  30  mothers  were  admitted  for  ante 
natal  care.  448  mothers  were  delivered,  7  having  twins.  Stillbirths 
numbered  17,  a  rate  of  37  per  1,000  births.  Two  mothers  died,  one 
from  peritonitis  after  caesarian  section  for  uterine  inertia — long 
labour  (emergency  case) — and  the  other  from  shock,  post  partum 
haemorrhage  and  retained  placenta.  There  were  7  neo-natal 
deaths  in  the  Home,  four  being  ascribed  to  prematurity.  13% 
of  the  babies  were  not  entirely  breast  fed  in  the  Home,  one  third 
of  these  were  entirely  bottle  fed  on  discharge.  Medical  aid  was 
sought  in  92  cases,  13  of  them  babies.  38  living  babies  were  born 
weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less,  i.e.,  8%  of  the  deliveries;  8  of  them  were 
stillborn. 
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Transferences. 

Eleven  mothers  and  3  babies  were  transferred  to  other 
institutions  for  various  conditions,  including  3  mothers  because 
of  pyrexia;  two  to  Morton  Banks  Isolation  Hospital  because  of 
pyrexia  (one  developed  femoral  thrombosis),  1  to  Salt’s  Hospital 
because  of  abscess  leg,  two  to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  prior  to  delivery 
(pyrexia  1,  and  collapse  1),  3  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  before 
delivery  (heart  disease  1,  diabetes  1,  and  contracted  pelvis  1), 
1  to  Clayton  Hospital  for  rest  and  two  for  abscesses.  There  were 
4  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia — one  was  fatal. 

Consultant  Services. 

The  Consultant  Obstetrician,  Mr.  W.  F.  Rawson,  visited  the 
home  weekly,  examined  27  patients  specially  referred  ante-natally, 
and  57  in  the  Home;  he  performed  6  caesarian  sections  and  9  other 
obstetric  manipulations. 

In  December,  1943,  Mr.  R.  L.  Langley  was  appointed  Consul¬ 
tant  Paediatricion  to  the  Home,  and  he  visited  the  Home  5  times 
and  saw  five  babies  during  the  year.  Any  private  practitioner  in 
attendance  can  call  the  paediatrician  in  to  any  infant  when  he 
desires  a  consultant  opinion,  without  cost  to  the  patient.  This  is 
clearly  a  provision  of  great  value  and  I  expect  it  to  be  increasingly 
utilised. 

Staphylococcal  Infections. 

Overcrowding  at  the  Home  continued  throughout  the  year. 
A  few  cases  of  mild  staphylococcal  skin  infection  occurred  in  the 
babies  early  in  the  year.  A  troublesome  series  of  cases  of  very 
mild  staphylococcus  aureus  infection  of  the  skin  in  the  babies 
occurred  in  October,  the  initial  cause  of  which  was  believed  to  be 
the  presence  of  a  mother  with  a  septic  finger  (from  w?hich 
staphylococcus  aureus  was  the  organism  grown) ;  some  of  the  cases 
dehnitely  had  small  blisters  but  most  were  localised  papular 
eruptions.  This  persisted  until  the  early  part  of  1945,  despite 
precautions,  including  the  abandonment  of  ordinary  washing, 
replacing  it  by  the  use  of  special  lotion  (containing  stearic  acid, 
lanolin,  liquid  petroleum,  nut  oil,  triethanolamine,  methyl  para 
hydroxy  benzoate  alcohol,  water),  or  nut  oil,  or  liquid  paraffin. 
One  precaution  which  has  seemed  useful  is  the  disinfection  of  all  the 
baby  linen  after  discharge  of  the  infants.  A  report  on  this 
occurrence  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  introduced  into  the  Maternity  Home 
in  1943  has  proved  generally,  though  not  uniformly,  popular  and 
successful.  A  second  gas  and  air  apparatus  was  obtained  in  1944. 
Eight  midwives  have  been  trained  in  gas  and  air  analgesia,  whilst 
on  the  staff,  and  2  prior  to  joining  the  staff;  6  of  these  have 
secured  other  appointments. 
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200  women  of  448  delivered  received  this  form  of  analgesia. 
It  has  been  found  that  a  great  deal  of  the  success  or  failure 
depends  on  (1)  on  the  attitude  of  the  patient,  and  (2)  on  the 
skill  of  the  administrator.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  popular  with 
the  patients,  the  midwives,  and  the  doctors. 

In  December,  1944,  the  Central  Midwives  Board  approved 
arrangements  whereby  the  Home  was  associated  with  the  Leeds 
Maternity  Hospital  so  that  the  practical  side  of  the  training  could 
be  given  in  the  Home  . 

Accommodation. 

It  is  plain  that  the  Home  is  neither  big  enough  nor  suitably 
designed  to  accommodate  satisfactorily  all  the  mothers  who  wish 
to  be  accommodated  there.  In  1944  the  Councils  agreed  to  restrict 
admissions  to  a  maximum  of  40  a  month.  It  has  not  been 
considered  practical  to  discriminate  between  the  applications  in 
respect  of  special  home  circumstances,  whether  pregnant  for  the 
first  time  or  not,  etc. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  admissions,  whilst  due 
no  doubt  in  part  to  difficulties  in  securing  Home  Help,  is  also 
a  measure  of  the  Home’s  popularity  in  the  area.  There  is  no 
doubt  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  Home,  but  steps  should 
be  taken  to  provide  adequate  Maternity  Home  provision  for  the 
Council’s  district,  which  will  enable  ante-natal  cases  to  be 
admitted  more  freely,  “  suspect  ”  cases  to  be  isolated  more  readily, 
and  allow  a  longer  post-natal  stay  in  the  Home.  Plainly  a  new 
Home  is  necessary. 


Domiciliary  Confinements 


Miss  A.  Ellwood,  a  domiciliary  midwife,  resigned  on  28th 
October,  1944.  The  work  of  the  three  domiciliary  midwives 
during  the  year  is  set  out  below  : — 


Total  Cases. 


Booked  during  1943  but  undelivered  at  the  end  of  1943 
Booked  during  1944 
Delivered  on  the  District 
Delivered  in  the  Maternity  Home  ) 

Delivered  in  Hospitals  j 

Left  the  District 
Not  pregnant 

Undelivered  at  the  end  of  1944 


79 

249 

209 

40 

5 

4 

70 


There  were  21  abortions  (including  hospitalised  cases),  and 
seven  stillbirths.  Medical  aids  were  issued  in  respect  of  88 
mothers  and  9  infants. 
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Relief  Midwife. 

In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Midwives’ 
Salaries  Committee,  the  County  Council  made  arrangements  for 
the  services  of  a  relief  midwife  to  ensure  more  satisfactory  off  duty 
for  the  midwives.  This  has  proved  most  helpful. 

Midwives*  Ante-natal  Sessions. 

In  April,  1944,  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  midwives  to 
conduct  their  own  ante-natal  sessions  at  the  Clinic;  this  is  not  to 
replace  home  visits  by  the  midwives,  who  must  get  to  know  fully 
the  home  circumstances  of  each  expectant  mother.  Both  the 
mothers  and  the  midwives  have  found  this  arrangement  of  real 
value;  first  the  midwives  find  the  examinations  of  the  mothers 
(from  the  clinical  standpoint)  more  satisfactory  as  the  facilities 
are  more  comprehensive  than  in  the  patient’s  home,  and  the 
standard  of  examination  by  the  midwives  is  felt  to  be  higher; 
secondly,  the  mothers,  in  fact,  talk  more  freely,  and,  paradoxi¬ 
cally  enough,  there  is  a  greater  feeling  of  privacy  for  them. 
Thirdly,  the  midwives’  home  visits  are  then  more  in  the  nature 
of  social  calls,  to  secure  “  rapport  ”;  the  mothers  are  not  worried 
about  the  conditions  at  home,  and  they  don’t  feel  they  have 
always  to  be  ready  for  the  midwife.  The  midwives  attend  at 
least  every  fortnight,  and  on  an  average  four  or  five  mothers 
attend  each  session  for  each  midwife. 

Routine  Management. 

Each  midwife  works  in  a  defined  area  of  the  town  and  accepts 
bookings  only  from  that  area.  This  works  well  and  effects  great 
saving  in  time  and  energy  for  the  midwives.  Most  mothers  book 
the  midwife  at  the  Clinic  and  only  a  few  at  the  midwives’  own 
homes.  The  midwife  pays  a  visit  to  the  patients  home  as  soon 
afterwards  as  practicable,  then  the  patient  pays  her  visit  to  the 
Doctor’s  ante  natal  clinic;  after  this,  in  the  straight  forward  case, 
she  attends  the  midwives’  ante-natal  sessions  once  a  month,  and 
the  doctor’s  clinic  at  the  7th  and  8th  months;  the  midwife  visits 
the  house  in  the  last  two  months.  Various  other  home  visits  are 
paid  by  the  midwife  according  to  circumstances.  Routine  weigh¬ 
ings  are  carried  out  at  the  midwives’  sessions  to  reveal  unexpected 
(and  suspect)  weight  increases.  Cases  not  straight  forward 
demand  extra  care  and  extra  visits.  One  continuous  record  is 
kept  of  all  these  ante  natal  examinations. 

Dr.  Buckle  has  instructed  the  midwives  in  the  use  of  the 
sphygmomanometer  and  they  utilise  it  both  at  the  clinic  and  at 
the  patient’s  own  home. 
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Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Approximately  78%  of  the  expectant  mothers  attended  the 
medical  ante-natal  clinics.  The  attendances  of  ante-natal  patients 
at  the  clinics  are  detailed  in  the  table  below. 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Somerset 
House  Clinic 

Ante¬ 

natal 

New 

183 

225 

235 

222 

230 

Total 

604 

648 

784 

808 

646 

Post-ng 

(  i  lst 

15 

33 

33 

24 

35 

ital„  , 
Subs. 

3 

19 

11 

13 

32 

Shipley  and 
Bingley  Joint 
Maternity 

Home 
(Shipley 
mothers  only) 

Dr’s 

A.N.C. 

lst 

144 

147 

191 

197 

218 

Subs. 

127 

138 

193 

183 

190 

Matron’s 

A.N.C. 

New 

207 

214 

252 

299 

320 

Total 

1191 

1132 

1158 

1502 

1661 

Total  ante-natal 

Medical  A.N.C.  cases 

327 

372 

426 

419 

448 

Total  ante-natal  (medical) 

attendances 

875 

933 

1168 

1188 

1054 

Total  number  of  births  (live  & 
still)  registered  (Shipley) 

452 

423 

•  488 

556 

576 

Reference  has  been  made  on  page  14  to  the  Domiciliary  Mid- 
wives’  ante  Natal  Sessions  conducted  at  Somerset  House  Clinic. 

Maternal  Deaths 

There  were  3  deaths  in  Shipley  in  1944,  ascribed  to  “  other 
maternal  causes  ”  by  the  Registrar  General.  Two  others  deaths, 
ascribed  to  heart  disease  and  the  other  to  nephritis  were  associated 
with  pregnancy. 

Causes  of  Death — 

1.  Peritonitis;  caesarean  section;  defective  uterine  forces. 

2.  Shock;  parturition;  adherent  placenta. 

3.  Obstetric  shock;  essential  hypertension. 

The  maternal  death  rate  is  consistently  high  in  this  district. 
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Maternal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Average 
of  Rate 

Shipley 

5.2 

nil 

8.5 

4.5 

nil 

6.6 

nil 

10.6 

3.6 

5.2 

4.4 

England  and 
Wales 

3.9 

3.7 

3.1 

3.0 

2.93 

2.60 

2.76 

2.47 

2.3 

1.9 

2.9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

During  the  year  4  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  in  Shipley 
women  were  notified  :  2  cases  were  removed  to  Morton  Banks 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Abortions  and  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. 

Four  complicated  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford,  under  the  Council's  scheme.  Five 
patients  were  admitted  to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Bradford,  and  one 
to  Clayton  Institution. 

Home  Helps. 

The  services  of  home  helps  were  employed  by  the  Council 
for  18  mothers.  A  rota  of  four  home  helps  was  maintained, 
payment  being  made  when  the  help  was  employed  at  the  rate  of 
Is.  6d.  per  hour. 


Dental  Treatment  and  Dentures. 

In  1944  there  were  25  first  and  62  subsequent  attendances  by 
mothers  for  dental  treatment;  11  mothers  were  fitted  with  dentures 
at  cost  or  part  cost. 


INFANTS 


Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  births  recorded  was  the  highest  in  Shipley 
since  1921.  The  birth  rate  (19 .2)  has  been  exceeded  only  three 
times  since  1907,  viz.,  in  1910,  1920  and  1921.  The  number  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  who  came  to  the  clinic  for  the  first 
time,  excluding  those  believed  to  have  already  attended  welfare 
centres  elsewhere  was  463,  or  83%  of  the  number  of  live  births 
during  the  year. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  43.  The  causes  of  infant  deaths 
are  shown  in  the  table. 


CAUSE  OF 
DEATH. 

Under 

1  week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1  month 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1  year 

Premature  Birth 

„  11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

11 

Congenital 

Malformation 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Inanition 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

| 

Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

1  Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Marasmus 

- — - 

— 

— - 

- — - 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydro-cephalus 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

1 

Asphyxiation 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

All  Causes  ... 

16 

1 

— 

— 

17 

5 

2 

— 
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The  percentage  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  occurring 
during  the  first  week  of  life  was  66,  and  in  the  first  month  was  71. 

The  neonatal  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  30.5  and 
per  1,000  total  births  was  29.4. 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births  +  neonatal  death  rate 
(per  1,000  total  births)  +  rest  of  infant  mortality  in  1st  year  (per 
1,000  live  births)  =  72.4. 

The  total  number  of  pregnancies  reaching  the  28th  week  but 
not  producing  a  living  child  surviving  to  the  end  of  the  first  year 
was  43  =  rate  of  74.6  per  1,000  total  births.  This  only  represents 
the  loss  of  viable  children.  The  total  wastage  of  life  is,  of  course, 
much  higher,  dependant  on  the  abortion  rate  which  is  not  known 
but  is  generally  reckoned  at  180-200  per  1,000  pregnancies,  or 
200-250  per  1,000  total  births  registered.  This  estimate  includes 
abortions  occurring  very  early  in  the  pregnancy.  The  number  of 
abortions  known  to  have  occurred  in  Shipley  in  1944  was  21, 
clearly  an  understatement  if  the  estimate  referred  to  above  is 
reasonably  accurate. 
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Fatal  Gastro-Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age. 

Two  children  under  two  years  of  age  died  from  diarrhoeal 
disease;  one  was  aged  five  months  and  died  from  gastro  enteritis 
after  an  operation  for  mastoiditis;  the  other,  aged  3  months,  died 
from  gastro  enteritis  after  an  operation  for  hernia. 

CLINICS 

Mothers  are  encouraged  to  bring  toddlers  to  the  Clinic;  no 
special  sessions  are  held  for  them.  In  1944,  696  children  in  the 
age  group  1  to  5  years  were  attending  the  clinic  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  307  were  from  2  to  5  years  of  age. 


Number  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Aged  at  end  of  year 

in  1940 

in  1941 

in  1942 

in  1943 

in  1944 

Under  1  year 

325 

308 

366 

394 

423 

1-2  years 

288 

313 

327 

328 

313 

2-5  years 

352 

441 

502 

363 

307 

Over  5  years  ... 

21 

39 

51 

37 

76 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  Attendances 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

No.  of  live  births  registered 

437 

423 

473 

531 

557 

New  attenders  (under  1  year) 

370 

355 

421 

434 

501  : 

New  attenders  (1-5  years) 

63 

73 

44 

20 

30 

Total  attendances 

(under  1  year) 

5858 

5600 

6331 

6677 

7080 

Total  attendances  (1-5  years) 

3077 

3646 

3572 

3437 

3520  j 

New  attenders  (total) 

433 

428 

465 

454 

531 

Total  attendances... 

8935 

9246 

9903 

10114 

10600 

Total  No.  of  clinic  sessions 

153 

151 

165 

201 

200  ! 

Average  attendance 

per  session 

58 

61 

65 

50 

53  ! 
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Attendances  at  the  Welfare  Clinics  reached  new  high  records 
and  the  number  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  attending  equalled 
90%  of  the  number  of  live  births  during  the  year. 

Anti-gas  helmets  were  demonstrated  and  issued  at  the  Clinic 
and  the  Maternity  Home  during  1944;  289  were  issued,  i.e.,  to 
52%  of  the  number  of  babies  born  alive,  a  reflection  of  the 
increased  unlikeliness  of  enemy  gas  attacks. 

The  attendances  at  the  Wrose  Clinic  have  been  well  main¬ 
tained,  and  it  is  more  than  ever  clear  that  the  new  Joint  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Clinic  for  Wrose,  the  plans 
for  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1939, 
is  essential.  The  School  premises  are  still  being  used  for  the 
clinic,  but  this  arrangement  is  satisfactory  neither  for  the  school 
nor  for  the  medical  services,  neither  for  the  children  nor  their 
parents  nor  the  staff.  This  is  a  matter  which  demands  urgent 
attention. 


Provision  of  Milk,  Vitamins,  etc. 

Fresh  milk,  dried  milk,  cod  liver  oil,  iron,  calcium  and 
vitamin  preparations  were  supplied  in  1944  as  in  previous  years. 

The  aggregate  amounts  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  to 
mothers  and  infants  (the  figures  for  infants  separately  are  not 
available)  were  65  lbs.  dried  milk  free,  and  12,283  lbs.  of  dried 
milk  at  cost,  and  25  lbs.  of  dried  milk  at  half  cost. 

The  Food  Officer  informs  me  that  under  the  National  Milk 
Scheme  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  Shipley  approximately  2,228 
persons  were  receiving  milk  at  2d.  per  pint  and  approximately  30 
were  receiving  it  free. 


During  December  the  average  take  up  of  vitamin  preparations 
and  dried  milk  in  Shipley  was  as  under  : — 


Orange  Juice  . 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A.  &  D.  Tablets 
National  Dried  Milk  .... 


770  bottles  per  week 
101  bottles  per  week 
21  packets  per  week 
104  packets  per  week 
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Vitamin  preparations  are  issued  at  the  Clinics — Vitamin 
A.  &  D.,  Vitamin  Bl.,  Vitamin  C.,  Vitamin  E.,  and  tablets  I.C.D. 
(Iron  and  Vitamin  D.)  and  various  cod  liver  oil  preparations  are 
also  issued. 

It  was  estimated  in  September,  1944,  that  approximately 
32%  of  the  expectant  mothers  were  taking  A.  &  D.  Tablets,  but 
the  number  taking  cod  liver  oil  was  believed  to  be  negligible. 


Average  for  the  whole  year  : — 

Weekly  take  up  of  : 

Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
A.  &  D.  Tablets 
N.D.  Milk  . 


975  bottles 
96  bottles 
22  packets 
55  packets 


I  estimate  this  to  be  a  take  up  of  about  83%  for  orange  juice, 
25%  for  cod  liver  oil,  30%  for  A.  &  D.  tablets,  issued  under  the 
Government  scheme. 


Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  the  mothers  to  secure  these 
vitamin  preparations  for  their  children  and  themselves  when 
expectant,  and  I  am  told  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Trippett,  Food  Executive 
Officer  for  Shipley,  that  Shipley  compares  very  favourably  with 
a  great  majority  of  other  districts  in  the  country  in  this  respect. 

Undoubtedly  the  rationing  which  has  been  introduced  during 
the  present  war  on  account  of  mothers  and  babies,  has  proved  an 
excellent  inovation,  and  a  valuable  safeguard  in  every  respect. 


Treatment 

Artificial  Sunlight 

144  infants  and  young  children  and  6  mothers  attended  the 
ultra-violet  light  clinic  for  various  reasons,  including  70  cases  of 
rickets  (mainly  bow  legs,  knock  knees,  etc.),  24  of  chest  disorders, 
and  3  of  failure  to  gain  weight.  89  (including  42  of  rickets)  were 
regarded  as  cured  or  much  improved  when  discharged  from  treat¬ 
ment.  18  cases  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  was  1,812. 
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Minor  Ailments 

96  infants  and  pre-school  children  made  828  attendances  at  the 
minor  ailments  clinic  for  various  conditions  (mainly  skin,  eye  and 
ear  affections) . 

Hospital  Treatment 

75  children  were  referred  to  various  hospitals  for  treatment. 


Premature  Babies 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  circular 
making  certain  recommendations  regarding  the  care  of  premature 
babies. 

It  is  not  practicable  in  Shipley  to  provide  a  specially  prepared 
room  for  premature  babies,  even  at  the  Maternity  Home. 

The  Council  have  provided  a  portable  cot  specially  fitted  for 
use  by  premature  babies  cared  for  at  home;  it  is  available  free 
through  the  midwives.  They  have  also  appointed  (in  December) 
a  Consultant  paediatrician  (Dr.  R.  L.  Langley)  to  advise  on  the 
care  and  treatment  of  premature  and  weakly  infants  in  the  district 
and  have  (in  conjunction  with  the  Bingley  Council)  through  the 
Joint  Maternity  Home  Committee,  appointed  the  same  consultant 
for  similar  purposes  at  the  Shipley  and  Bingley  Home.  Dr. 
Langley  visited  the  Home  on  five  occasions  in  1944. 

Notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  premature 
babies  (weighing  less  than  5J  lbs.  at  birth)  is  made  on  the  usual 
birth  notification  card. 

Of  the  557  babies  born  alive  in  1944,  39  (or  7%)  weighed 
5J  lbs.  or  less.  Of  these  39,  13  (33%)  died,  only  one  of  these 
lived  more  than  a  week.  Of  the  26  who  survived  16  were  5  lbs. 
and  over  at  birth,  7— 4lbs.  and  over,  3 — 3  lbs.  and  over.  All  but 
one  of  the  survivors  had  lived  more  than  a  month  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  had  survived  illnesses  such  as  bronchitis  (4  cases), 
measles  and  chicken  pox  (1  case),  herniotomy  (1  case).  One  pair 
of  twins  survived,  but  of  3  other  sets  of  twins  only  one  child  was 
living  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  below.  No  post  mortems 
were  recorded. 
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Male/ 

Female 

Twins 

Date  of 
Birth 

Weight 

Born  in 
Hospital 

Transferred 

to 

Hospital 

Date  of 
Death 

Cause  of  Death 

F 

Yes 

22/10/44 

4  lb.  8  oz. 

No 

No 

22/10/44 

la.  Hydrocephalic 
spina  bifida 

M 

— 

18/11/44 

— 

Yes 

No 

18/11/44 

Prematurity 

F 

Yes 

21/5/44 

1  lb.  15  oz. 

Yes 

No 

21/5/44 

Prematurity 

M  , 

Yes 

21/5/44 

2  lb. 

Yes 

No 

21/5/44 

Prematurity 

M  ' 

Yes 

7/4/44 

3  lb.  4  oz. 

Yes 

No 

7/4/44 

la.  Failure  of 
respiratory 
centre 

b.  Prematurity 

F 

Yes 

7/4/44 

— 

Yes 

No 

9’4/44 

la.  Prematurity 

M 

— 

24/7/44 

5  lb.  8  oz. 

No 

Yes 

6/8/44 

la.  Rhachischisis 
b.  Congenital 

M 

— 

12/5/44 

3  lb. 

No 

Yes 

15/5/44 

la.  Prematurity 

M 

— 

26/9/44 

5  lb.  5  oz. 

Yes 

No 

28/9/44 

la.  Cerebral  Oedema 
b.  Prematurity 

M 

— 

12/5/44 

3  lb. 

Yes 

No 

13/5/44 

la.  Convulsions 

2.  Prematurity 

F 

— 

4/10/44 

4  lb.  5  oz. 

Yes 

No 

4/10/44 

la.  Prematurity 

F 

— 

5/2/44 

3  lb.  7  oz. 

Yes 

No 

5/2/44 

la.  Prematurity 

— 

1/1/44 

2  lb.  8  oz. 

Yes 

No 

6/1/44 

Prematurity 

Health  Visitors 

The  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors  are  detailed  below,  and  a 
comparison  is  made  with  the  work  of  the  four  previous  years. 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Live  Births 

437 

423 

473 

531 

557 

Still  Births 

15 

14 

15 

25 

19 

Visits  to  infants  : — 

Under  1  year  (new) 

404 

398 

437 

596 

668 

Under  1  year  (total) 

2105 

1274 

1760 

1860 

2795 

Visits  to  children  1-5  years 

2926 

2065 

3031 

2573 

2614 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  :- 

First  ... 

10 

22 

32 

1 

21 

Total 

10 

22 

34 

1 

22 

Visits  re  infant  life  protection 

28 

11 

32 

36 

33 

Other  visits 

305 

243 

761 

t635 

t802 

Total  number  of  visits 

5374 

*3615 

5618 

5105 

6266 

t  includes  554  post-natal  visits,  98  re  infectious  aud  contagious  disease 
(mainly  dysentery  and  scabies),  and  149  visits  re  Babies’  Anti-Gas  Helmets 

*  Staff  absences. 
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There  is  an  increasing  body  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
standard  of  Health  Visitor  staffing,  as  one  Health  Visitor  for  500 
pre-school  children  on  her  district.  On  this  basis  Shipley  needs 
4  Health  Visitors,  and  I  consider  the  Council  should  appoint 
another  Health  Visitor  to  the  staff,  making  4  allocated  to  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  all  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors. 
They  paid  33  visits  to  the  7  children  on  the  Infant  Life  Protection 
Register.  Dr.  Buckle,  the  Lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  pays  one  visit  a  year  to  each  case  on  the  register. 

Registered  Guardians 

There  were  17  registered  daily  guardians  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  1944.  16  children  were  cared  for  by  13  of  the 

guardians,  the  other  four  guardians  did  not  look  after  any  children. 


War  Day  Nurseries 

There  are  four  War  Day  Nurseries  in  the  town,  Victoria  Park, 
Windhill,  Manor  Lane  and  Wrose;  the  first  three  are  for  children 
0 — 5  years  and  the  last  for  children  from  2 — 5  years  and  is 
organised  in  conjunction  with  Wrose  School.  On  the  whole  the 
buildings  and  equipment  have  proved  very  satisfactory,  but  some 
shortcomings  have  been  revealed;  central  heating  would  have  been 
advantageous,  the  iron  stoves  having  proved  troublesome  and 
dirty.  Additional  W.C.s,  a  drinking  water  tap  for  the  toddlers,  a 
vegetable  sink  in  the  kitchen,  baby  weigh  scales  and  more  large 
scale  toys  are  all  very  desirable  and  indeed  really  necessary.  The 
Nurseries,  by  voluntary  efforts,  have  secured  additional  toys, 
musical  instruments,  etc. 

It  has  been  disappointing  to  find  so  few  young  girls  attracted 
to  nursery  work  as  a  career,  and  staffing  has  been  a  constant 
problem,  both  on  the  nursing  and  the  educational  side. 

None  of  the  Nurseries  was  closed  by  reason  of  infectious 
disease  during  1944. 
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Victoria 

Park 

Windhill 

Manor 

Lane 

Wrose 

0-2  yrs. 

Maximum  attendance 

26 

20 

20 

— 

on  any  one  day 

2-5  yrs. 

27 

25 

35 

39 

Average  daily  attendances 
(Monday  to  Friday) 

33.8 

24.7 

41.3 

32 

Cases  of  Measles  ... 

1 

15 

2 

14 

German  Measles 

2 

— 

9 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Dysentery 

— 

14 

— 

6 

I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  kitchens  have  been  provided  in 
each  nursery,  good  because  greater  variety  is  ensured  than  is 
probable  with  central  cooking  arrangements,  and  good  also  because 
the  staff  and  probationers,  being  responsible  for  all  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  menus  and  the  cooking  of  the  food,  are  likely  to  take 
a  more  intelligent  interest  in  the  whole  question  of  feeding. 

Each  Nursery  is  visited  at  least  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  at  least  monthly  for  clinical  examination  of  the 
children  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  health 
of  the  children  has  been  good,  apart  from  head  colds,  which 
it  seems  are  inevitable  as  soon  as  young  children  are  first  exposed 
to  large  numbers  of  other  young  children  whether  in  school  or  in 
a  nursery— probably  a  form  of  “  salting.” 

I  consider  there  is  a  real  need  for  a  short  stay  residential 
nursery  in  the  town  and  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  need  for 
maintaining  day  nurseries  in  a  town  such  as  this  in  which  large 
numbers  of  mothers  either  are  compelled  to,  or  for  other  reasons 
do  go  out  to  work. 


Public  Water  Supply 

The  Shipley  Water  Supply  was  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

I  gladly  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  H. 
Dawson)  with  whom  liaison  and  collaboration  in  regard  to  the 
purity  of  the  supply  have  always  been  most  cordial.  Mr.  Dawson 
has  kindly  supplied  me  with  many  of  the  particulars  set  out  below. 
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ColSection 

Shipley  drinking  water  is  derived  mainly  from  upland  surface 
water  from  Rombald’s  Moor  (1,480  acres),  draining  through  three 
dykes,  Great  Graincliffe  Dyke,  Black  Dyke  and  Weecher  Dyke, 
to  the  impounding  Graincliffe  Reservoir  (95J  million  gallons 
capacity).  A  smaller  quantity  (450,000  gallons  per  day)  is 
collected  from  two  springs  (Low  Moor  and  Sweet  Well)  on  the 
moor  and  ordinarily  is  conveyed  direct  to  Baildon  Bank  Service 
Reservoirs  (low  level  supply).  Up  to  500,000  gallons  daily  are 
delivered  daily  to  the  Shipley  mains  both  on  the  high  level  and 
low  level  areas  by  the  Bradford  Corporation. 

Treatment  (purification,  etc.) 

The  Shipley  water  was  throughout  treated  by  the  addition  of 
lime  and  chlorinated  by  the  chloramine  process,  which  at  the 
high  level  has  superseded  the  older  chlorination  and  dechlorination 
by  sulphur  di-oxide. 

Water  from  Graincliffe  Reservoir 

(a)  is  treated  by  the  addition  of  hydrated  lime  and  then 
passed  through  gravity  sand  filters,  into  a  clear  water 
basin  of  92,000  gallons  capacity  where  it  is  chlorinated 
by  the  chloramine  process,  and  thence  it  is  passed  to  the 
town  in  the  high  level  supply  area, 

or 

(b)  is  passed  to  Baildon  Bank  where  it  is  lime  dosed  and 
chlorinated  (chloramine  process)  on  entry  to  the  two 
service  reservoirs  (10,198,173  gallons  and  4,517,625 
gallons  capacity  respectively),  whence  it  is  passed  to  the 
low  level  supply  area  of  the  town. 

The  Spring  water  receives  similar  treatment  and  is  supplied 
according  to  requirements  either  to  the  high  level  or  low  level 
supply. 

The  lime  is  added  at  the  rate  of  1  grain  per  1,000  gallons  and 
the  chlorine  ordinarily  at  the  rate  of  1  part  per  million,  and 
ammonia  .3  parts  per  million  at  the  high  level,  and  at  the  low 
level  at  the  rate  of  .6  parts  per  million  and  .2  parts  per  million 
respectively.  Complaints  of  taste  (attributed  previously  to 
chlorophenols  resulting  from  chlorination)  have  been  very 
infrequent. 

The  average  daily  consumption  during  1944  was  1,118,007 
gallons,  of  which  177,118  gallons  were  for  industrial  purposes. 
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Consumption 

All  houses  (except  7  where  there  are  private  supplies)  were 
supplied  direct  from  the  mains,  i.e.,99.9%  had  a  piped  supply. 
The  supply  was  constant  and  sufficient  during  1944.  No  houses 
were  supplied  by  stand  pipes. 

Thirteen  notices  (formal  and  informal)  were  served  re  in¬ 
sufficient  domestic  supply,  mainly  because  of  making  up  of  pipes. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examination 

Samples  were  taken  monthly  as  routine  (and  oftener  as 
needed)  from  four  points  in  the  town  (corresponding  with  the 
supply)  and  from  various  points  on  the  "collection”  or  storage 
side  of  the  undertaking.  In  addition  to  8  samples  taken  in  conn¬ 
ection  with  plumbo  solvency,  120  samples  were  examined  by  the 
County  Laboratory  during  1944,  and  the  results  are  tabulated 
below  — 


Findings  of  County  Pathological  Laboratory 
(Bacteriological  Examinations) 


Untreated  Water 

Treated  Water 

Shipley  Collection 
(samples 

Shipley  Water  Supply 
(samples) 

Bradford  Supply 
for  Shipley 
(samples) 

Presumptive 

B.  Coli  Count 

Tj 

2  a 
° 

<-M  O  £ 

CD 

'  U 

TJ  -H 

a  o 

2  'on  > 

Presumptive 

B.  Coli  Count 

Graincliffe 

Clear 

Baildon  Bank 
Reservoirs 

Town  Samples 

High 

Low 

per  100  ml 
water 

£ 

per  100  ml 
water 

Water 

Level 

Level 

« a 

HH 

S  <D 

£  Pi 

Basin 

Upper 

Lower 

High 

Level 

Low 

Level 

0—2 

14 

8 

(Class  I.) 

Highly 

Satisfactory 

2 

4 

3 

12 

10 

6 

12 

3-25 

16 

5 

1—2 

(Class  II.) 
Satisfactory 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

— 

26  -49 

2 

— 

3—10 

(Class  III.) 
Suspicious 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

50  and  over 

7 

— 

Over  10 

Class  IV.) 
Unsatisfactory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  Council’s  Chemist  (Dr.  W.  Watson)  also  made  monthly 
examinations  of  the  water  supply — 11  samples  from  each  of  the  four 
supply  areas  in  the  town  were  examined  chemically  and  bacteriolog- 
ically.  None  of  the  samples  showed  presumptive  B.  Coli.  An 
unselected  chemical  analysis  finding  is  set  out  below  : — 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSES 

Shipley  Water 
Supply 

(samples  taken 
12/7/44) 

Bradford  Supply 
for  Shipley 
(samples  taken 
26/7/44) 

High 

Level 

Low 

Level 

High 

Level 

Low 

Level 

(reaults  in  parts  per  100,000) 

Alkalinity  in  terms  of  H ,,S04  to  Phenol  Phthalein 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Alkalinity  in  terms  of  H^SO^  to  Methyl  Orange 

2.2 

1.72 

1.96 

2.45 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

1.5 

1.6 

1.4 

1.4 

Free  Chlorine  as  Cl 

0.025 

Trace 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.007 

0.003 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.002 

0.002 

0.006 

0.005 

Nitrous  Nitrogen... 

Nil 

Trace 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Trace 

0.02 

Trace 

Trace 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  KMnO^  in  4  hours  at  80°  F.  ... 

0.059 

0.049 

0.179 

0,231 

Total  hardness  in  terms  of  CaCOg 

6.3 

7.7 

5.8 

4.9 

pH  values 

8.4 

7.4 

6.8 

6.9 

Reservoir  Works 

Reservoir  Safety  Provision  works  were  commenced  at 
Graincliffe  Reservoir  in  1939  and  are  now  nearing  completion. 

Seven  Widal  examinations  of  new  men  engaged  in  the  work 
have  been  made  during  1944.  None  were  positive. 

The  Council  had,  prior  to  the  war,  secured  approval  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  the  construction  of  mechanical  pressure 
filters  at  the  Baildon  Bank  Reservoirs,  but  this  scheme  was  held 
up  on  account  of  the  war.  The  Council  have,  in  1945,  decided 
to  proceed  forthwith  with  the  work  and  to  construct  similar  filters 
at  Graincliffe,  which  will  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  existing 
filters,  and  also  to  consider  the  covering  of  the  Baildon  Bank 
Service  Reservoirs  and  other  minor  works. 

Plumbo  Solvency 

The  water  as  collected  from  the  moors  is  acid  and  is,  there¬ 
fore,  presumably  plumbo  solvent.  The  addition  of  hydrated  lime 
reduced  the  acidity.  Four  first  draw  and  four  taken  after  \  hour 
standing  were  examined  for  lead  content  and  showed  the  water  to 
have  no  appreciable  plumbo  solvent  effect  when  delivered  to  the 
house  taps. 

Private  Water  Supplies 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  only  seven  isolated  houses, 
i.e.,  less  than  .1%  of  the  houses  in  the  town,  and  two  farms 
supplied  with  water  from  private  sources.  Seven  samples  of 
private  water  supplies  were  examined — four  were  unsatisfactory 
(having  more  than  50  presumptive  B  coli  per  100  ml.  water). 
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SANITATION 


(Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ball) 


An  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  dealt  with  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

In  1944,  541  complaints  were  received  as  against  333 
during  the  year  1943. 

In  some  measure  this  increase  is  only  to  be  expected  as  in 
the  main  only  urgent  repairs  have  been  carried  out  since  1939, 
and  what  were  at  that  time  defects  of  a  minor  character, 
have  now  become  of  urgent  necessity. 


Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Complaints  of  nuisance  received  and  investigated 

541 

Dwelling  Houses  Inspected 

...  ... 

258 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

•  •  • 

57 

Manure  Middensteads  ... 

... 

44 

Refuse  Receptacles 

...  ... 

784 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 

...  ... 

2 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ... 

... 

13 

A.R.P.  Shelters 

... 

54 

Offensive  Trades 

39 

Piggeries 

112 

Knacker’s  Premises 

Verminous  and/or  Dirty  Premises  : — 

... 

28 

(a)  Houses 

... 

194 

(b)  Other  Premises 

...  ... 

11 

Billets  occupied  by  members  of  H.M. 
Smoke  Abatement : — 

Forces 

14 

(l)  Observations 

3 

(2)  Interviews 

1 

Shops  Act,  1934 

1 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  ... 

732 

Canal  Boats  ... 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

1161 

School  or  Public  Conveniences  ... 

93 

Visits  to  work  in  progress 

527 

Animals  improperly  kept 

2 

Miscellaneous  visits  or  inspections 

379 

Interviews 

1901 

Nuisances 

1733 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Works  executed 

Houses  re-drained  or  partially  re-drained  ...  ...  20 

House  drains  cleared  of  obstructions  ...  ...  177 

House  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

House  drains  cut  off  and  sealed  up  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  drain  encased  in  concrete  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  drains  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  provided  with  slop  accommodation  (hitherto 

without)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sewer  choked.  Reported  to  Surveyor  and  remedied  ...  1 

Areas  drained  and  concreted  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yard  or  Area  Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspection  Chambers  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Interceptor  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  16 

Waste  Pipes  trapped,  renewed  and  disconnected  ...  35 

Fall  Pipes  repaired  and  disconnected  ...  ...  25 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Street  Gullies  cleared  of  obstruction  ...  ...  4 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sinks  provided  and  walls  tiled  ...  ...  ...  9 

Lavatory  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yard  pavements  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  removed  ...  ...  9 

Poultry  houses  cleansed  and  lime  washed  ...  ...  2 

Piggeries  cleansed  and  lime  washed  ...  ...  10 

Summary  of  Drains  Tested,  and  Results 

Drains  under  construction  or  repair  tested  hydraulically  83 

Drains  tested  with  colours  for  the  purpose  of  tracing 

the  source  of  flooded  basements,  etc.  ...  ...  39 

Drains  tested  with  smell  test  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  tested  by  opening  up  ...  ...  ...  52 
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Sanitary  Accommodation 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out 

W.C’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  closets  cleared  of  obstructions  ...  ...  14 

W.C.  floors  concreted  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  appliances  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  15 

W.C’s  water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  7 

Additional  W.C’s  provided  to  existing  houses  ...  4 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  into  fresh  water  closets  4 

Waste  Water  Closet  abolished  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.  walls  rendered  in  cement  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

W.C.  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Water  Closets  cleared  of  obstructions  ...  3 

Waste  Water  Closet  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Disused  Ashplaces  abolished  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sanitary  dust-bins  repaired  or  new  bins  substituted 

therefor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

Privy  Pails  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Water  closet  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Anti  syphonage  pipes  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Table  showing  the  Number  and  Type  of  Closet 
Accommodation,  Water  Closets,  Privies, 

Ashpits,  etc.,  in  the  District 

Up  to  31st  December,  1944 

Waste  Movable 

Water  Water  Privy 

Closets  Closets  Privies  Tins 

NorthWard  ...  ...  1,877  220  6  12 

Southward  ...  ...  2,410  414  2  4 

Eastward  ...  ...  1,786  237  2  0 

Westward  ...  ...  2,747  24  5  3 

Centra]  Ward  ...  ...  1,787  137  0  0 

Totals  10,607  1,032  15  19 


Farm  premises  and  factories  are  included. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Cinemas 

Thirteen  inspections  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  the 
Picture  Houses  were  made.  Conditions  were  at  all  times 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and 

Disinfestation 

Special  inquiries  were  made  at  103  houses,  and  where  it 
appeared  desirable  the  drains  were  tested.  Rooms  disinfected 
by  spraying  numbered  98.  Only  in  odd  cases  is  fumigation 
of  rooms  resorted  to,  apart  from  rooms  used  by  phthisical 
patients.  These  are  both  fumigated  with  a  formalin  prepara¬ 
tion  and  sprayed  with  Izal.  Disinfection  of  bedding,  in  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  was  not  carried  out  by  the  Council. 
Appropriate  advice  was  given  to  the  householders  by  the 
Inspectors. 


Dysentery 

Dysentery  was  again  prevalent  in  the  district  and 
necessitated  11  visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  purpose 
of  detailed  investigation. 

Shops  used  for  the  Sale  of  Meat  for  Dog 

and  Poultry  Food 

Six  inspections  were  made — conditions  were  at  all  times 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Canal  Boats 

Two  inspections — both  satisfactory. 

Knacker’s  Yard 

One  Knacker’s  Yard  :  28  inspections.  Disinfestation  for 
rats  was  carried  out.  Minor  structural  repairs  were  effected 
and  the  yard  surface  concreted. 
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Offensive  Trade  Premises 


Offensive  Trades  withm  the  district  include  the  follow¬ 
ing : — Tripe  Boilers,  2;  Gut  Scrapers,  2;  Bone  Boiler,  1; 
Fat  Boiler,  1  ;  Rag  and  Bone  Merchants,  2. 

Thirty-nine  inspections — all  satisfactory. 


Notices  served  during  1944 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Housing  Act,  1936 

Statutory  Notices 


Outstanding,  1943  ... 

4 

Served  during  1944 

51 

Complied  with,  1944 

33 

Outstanding,  31st  December,  1944 

22 

al  Notices 

Outstanding,  31st  December,  1943 

90 

Served  during  1944 

...  1196 

Complied  with,  1944 

...  1118 

Outstanding,  31st  December,  1944 

168 

Rats  and  Mice  Act,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943 

The  delegation  of  powers  to  the  Council,  under  the  Act 
of  1919,  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  coupled  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food  direction  under  the  Infestation  Order,  resulted 
in  an  increased  amount  of  work  being  undertaken  by  the 
Department.  In  order  to  deal  with  the  question  in  an  effective 
manner  the  Council  deemed  it  expedient  to  appoint  a  full  time 
rodent  operative  as  from  the  11th  May.  732  visits  were  made 
to  various  types  of  premises  and  land  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

Disinfestation  of  Sewers 

Disinfestation  of  Sewers  was  carried  out  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Two  squads  of  men  were  employed.  847  manholes  were 
treated.  The  estimated  kill  in  the  first  operation  was  1,665 
rats,  and  in  the  second  operation  was  710  rats. 
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Treatment  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works  was  done 
separately,  194  dead  rats  were  found. 

Maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  and  at  the  Sewage 

Works  must  be  undertaken,  otherwise  the  results  so  far 

obtained  will  be  nullified. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Factories  with  power  ...  ...  ...  161 

Factories  without  power  ...  ...  ...  24 

Total  ...  185 

Number  of  inspections  of  factories  : — 

(a)  With  mechanical  power  ...  ...  143 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  87 

(c)  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  (prelim.)  ...  3 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  0 

Sanitary  works  carried  out  at  factories  were : — 

W.C.  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  floors,  walls  and  windows  cleansed  ...  9 

Drains  renewed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drain  obstructions  removed  ...  ...  1 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  and  limewashed  9 
Waste  pipes  trapped  and  disconnected  ...  1 

Room  disinfested  for  bugs  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  provided  to  W.C.  ...  ...  2 

Disinfestation  for  rats  ...  ...  ...  10 

Manholes  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  with  tiled  walls  provided  ...  ...  1 

Drain  encased  in  concrete  ...  ...  1 
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Shops  Act,  1934 

One  visit  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  sanitary 
and  washing  accommodation. 

Miscellaneous  References 

Choked  street  gullies,  etc.,  reported  to  Surveyor  ...  4 

Dangerous  structures  reported  to  Surveyor  ...  ...  4 

Choked  sewers  reported  to  Surveyor  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  of  water  (defective  fittings,  etc.)  reported  to 

Surveyor  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dangerous  pavements 

Escape  of  coal  gas  reported  to  Gas  Dept.  ...  ...  1 


■p 
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REFUSE  REMOVAL  AND  SALVAGE 

(Superintendent  of  Cleansing  -  Mr.  W.  H.  Ball) 

Considerable  difficulty  arose  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in 
regard  to  labour  on  the  collection  side. 

The  Department  had  hitherto  invariably  maintained  a  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  war  years,  a  no  small  achievement, 
but  in  November,  due  to  loss  of  men,  sickness  and  the  breakdown  of 
vehicles,  the  period  between  collections  increased  to  14  and  in  some 
districts  18  days. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  consideration  will  have  to  be 
given  to  the  renewal  of  certain  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  as 
experience  has  proved  that  there  is  a  considerable  loss  of  time  due 
to  the  failure  of  transport. 

Tipping  at  Wood  End  has  proceeded  satisfactorily.  The  higher 
level  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  development  next  year. 

Having  in  mind  the  intended  carriage  of  Shipley  sewage  to  the 
Esholt  Works  and  the  closing  down  of  the  Shipley  Sewage  Works, 
it  may  be  that  the  Council  will  then  feel  it  desirable  to  concentrate 
all  refuse  disposal  within  this  Department,  thus  associating  both 
destruction  and  tipping  with  the  collection  of  household  refuse  and 
salvage  under  one  direction. 

Summary  of  Refuse  Removal  and  place  of  Disposal 

For  Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945. 

Refuse  Delivered  to  Destructor. 


Loads 

Tons  Cwts.  Q: 

rs. 

Refuse  removed  by  Motors 

1468 

2381 

16 

2 

Trade  Refuse  from  Shops 

231  - 

359 

11 

0 

Total  House  and  Trade  Refuse 

delivered  to  Destructor 

1699 

2741 

7 

2 

Slaughter  Refuse 

57  = 

34 

10 

2 

Total  Refuse  delivered  to  Destructor  ... 

1756  = 

2775 

18 

0 

Refuse  Delivered 

to  Tips. 

Loads. 

Tons  Cwts.  Q 

rs. 

Refuse  removed  by  Motors 

2091  = 

3404 

0 

3 

Slaughter  Manure 

50  = 

57 

2 

1 

Stable  Manure  to  Manure  Tip... 

52  = 

43 

18 

2 

Pig  Manure  to  Manure  Tip 

5  = 

12 

3 

3 

Total  Refuse  delivered  to  Tips... 

2198  = 

3517 

5 

1 

Total  Refuse  removed  ... 

3954  = 

6293 

3 

1 

Other  materials  removed  and  destroyed  included — 
Beds  and  Bedding,  7  ;  Mattresses,  8  ;  Couches,  2  ; 

Carcasses  of  animals  removed  and  destroyed  were — 

Dogs,  6  ;  Cats,  13. 


36 


SALVAGE  FROM  HOUSE  REFUSE 


Table  of  Goods  Salvaged  by  the  Cleansing  Department 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  and  Cardboard 

203 

13 

3 

1328 

2 

10 

Heavy  and  Light  Iron 

35 

6 

2 

69 

17 

2 

Baled  Tins  ... 

63 

12 

0 

88 

4 

1 

Rags,  Rugs,  Carpets,  Sacking 
etc*  •••  •••  ••• 

8 

11 

1 

99 

8 

10 

String,  Hair,  Wood  Wool, 
Electric  Lamp  Tops,  etc. 

2 

10 

3 

17 

0 

0 

Rubber 

4 

0 

2 

10 

0 

3 

Bottles  and  Jars 

7 

16 

2 

57 

3 

10 

Cullet  (or  broken  glass) 

40 

1 

2 

60 

3 

3 

Bones 

10 

18 

2 

50 

0 

1 

Waste  Food 

352 

0 

3 

528 

15 

9 

Slaughter,  Edible  Waste 

(Manifolds,  etc.) 

7 

14 

0 

15 

8 

0 

Blood  ...  ...  ... 

21 

13 

2 

43 

4 

6 

Manure 

56 

1 

1 

63 

10 

2 

Totals 

814 

0 

3 

/"2432  18 

9 

Table  showing  Monthly 


April,  1944 
May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September,  ,, 
October,  „ 

November,  ,, 
December,  ,, 
January,  1945 
February,  ,, 
March,  ,, 

Total 


Income  from  Salvage 


£ 

s. 

d. 

225 

2 

7 

195 

2 

2 

217 

11 

10 

221 

13 

5 

194 

8 

1 

242 

12 

7 

172 

9 

1 

194 

5 

10 

184 

5 

2 

164 

8 

10 

154 

11 

4 

266 

7 

10 

^2432  18  9 
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Tons  cwts.  qrs.  £  s.  d. 

Salvage  from  other  departments 

for  Iron,  Brass,  Copper,  Lead  1  2  2  2  5  0 

Cleansing  Department  ...  814  0  3  2432  18  9 

Total  Salvage  Effort  ...  ...  815  3  1  ^"2435  3  9 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  indicated  below : — 

House  or  Domestic  Refuse  and  Trade  Refuse. 

Tons 

By  Incineration  at  the  Destructor  ...  2741.35  or  44.61% 

Tons 

By  Tipping  ...  ...  ...  3404.00  or  55.39% 


Slaughter  Refuse 


Tons 

By  Destruction  ...  ...  ...  34.52 

By  Tipping  at  Manure  Tip  ...  ...  57.11 

Stable  Manure 

Tons 

By  Tipping  at  Manure  Tip  ...  ...  43.91 

Total  Refuse  Disposed  of  at  Tips 

Tons 

Wood  End  Tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  3404.00 

Slaughter  Manure  to  Manure  Tip  ...  ...  57.11 

Stable  Manure  to  Manure  Tip  ...  ...  43.92 

3505.03 


The  figures  given  for  refuse  disposed  of  at  the  destructor  and 
tip  are  gross  figures  and  include  all  salvage  recovered  in 
collection  as  well  as  that  recovered  from  the  place  of  disposal. 


CLEANSING  SERVICE.  HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

Housing  Inspections,  1944 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  50 

Visits  in  respect  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  13 

Visits  in  respect  of  Underground  Rooms  ...  ...  234 

Number  of  Notices  served  in  respect  of  repair: — 

(a)  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  27 

Reinspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Housing  Defects  Remedied,  1944 

Concrete  floor  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stone  floors  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wooden  floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  3 

Windows  repaired  and  properly  hung  26 

Window  frames  mastic  pointed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Doors  and  casings  or  furnishings  removed  ...  ...  13 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Damp  walls  remedied  39 

Plastered  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Plastered  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  38 

Lighting  to  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilation  of  bedrooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dangerous  yard  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ..  10 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  16 

Outer  walls  repointed  or  rendered  in  cement ...  ...  4 

Ranges  repaired  or  renewed  28 

Gas  coppers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Set  pots  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stairs  well  fencings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flues  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Baths  provided  ... 

Coal  place  wall  repaired  ... 

Water  service  renewed  to  houses 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired 

Hot  water  systems  provided 

Sinks  (white  glazed)  provided  to  houses 

Gas  fittings  repaired 

Electric  lighting  to  rooms  provided 


3 

1 

13 

7 

2 

6 

5 

5 

Total  ...  337 


Demolition  Orders 

Houses  still  standing  upon  which  demolition  orders  had 
been  made  are 

Thackley  Old  Road,  Nos.  4  and  6. 

Thomas  Place,  Nos.  7  and  8. 

The  Holt,  Nos.  9,  11,  13  and  21. 

Otley  Road,  Nos.  38  and  40. 

Hollin  Lane,  Nos.  1,  3  and  5. 

Of  these  at  the  close  of  the  year,  houses  vacated  but  not 
demolished  were : — 

Thackley  Old  Road,  Nos.  4  and  6. 

Thomas  Place,  No.  7. 

Otley  Road,  Nos.  38  and  40. 

Hollin  Lane,  Nos.  1,  3  and  5. 

The  Holt,  Nos.  9  and  11. 

No  Demolition  Orders  were  made  this  year  nor  were  any 
houses  represented  for  that  purpose. 

Overcrowding 

No  accurate  figures  re  overcrowding  are  available.  Live 
cases  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Live  more 
became  overcrowded  and  nine  houses  were  known  to  be  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  1944.  Council  houses  were  included  in 
this  figure. 

A  new  overcrowding  survey  is  urgently  required. 
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Underground  Rooms 


The  survey  on  underground  rooms  was  made  in  late  1943, 
and  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  1944. 

The  present  survey  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  deter¬ 
mining  the  extent  of  the  problem  of  the  underground  room  in 
Shipley.  Though  as  complete  as  possible  it  has  not  been 
conducted  in  detail,  because  by  the  time  any  necessary  repre¬ 
sentations  can  be  made,  the  distribution  may  have  shifted,  and 
others  may  have  been  newly  re-let. 

Some  of  those  included  are  not  strictly  underground  rooms 
unfit  for  human  habitation  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
section  12,  para.  2.  Nevertheless,  they  are  all  of  the  nature 
of  underground  rooms  and  are  occupied  separately  as  dwellings. 
It  may  be  that  they  will,  if  considered  necessary,  be 
“  represented  ”  as  parts  of  buildings  for  closure.  Whilst  each 
case  will  have  to  be  considered  on  its  merits,  it  is  generally 
true  that  such  rooms  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  to  be 
used  as  separate  dwellings.  It  will  be  necessary  to  deal 
formally  either  by  closure  or  undertaking  with  those  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ;  vague  promises  not  to  re-let 
when  the  present  tenant  leaves  are  not  a  satisfactory  way  of 
dealing  with  the  problem.  Since  1930,  31  underground  rooms 
have  been  closed  formally  and  these  remain  closed — in  the 
North  Ward  11,  in  the  East  11,  in  the  South  5,  in  the  West  nil 
and  in  the  Central  Ward  4.  There  is  only  one  underground 
room  known  to  be  empty  and  likely  to  be  let  as  a  separate 
dwelling  (it  is  included  below),  but  a  small  number  have  been 
let  for  the  first  time  in  the  past  few  years. 

At  present  there  are  80  such  rooms,  or  basement  dwellings, 
known  to  the  Department,  situated  as  follows,  by  wards : — 


North  Ward 
South  Ward 
East  Ward  .. 
West  Ward  .. 
Central  Ward 


22 

31 

18 

nil 

9 


The  total  number  of  residents  is  now  91.  In  70  of  the 
rooms  only  one  person  is  resident  (in  almost  every  case  either 
aged  or  elderly),  in  4  a  husband  and  wife,  in  2  a  mother  and  a 
young  child,  in  3  a  mother  and  father  and  young  child.  In 
one  instance  the  tenant  is  the  owner  of  the  whole  house. 
The  tenancy  in  27  cases  has  been  only  from  a  date  later  than 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  this  applies  to  all  families 
with  young  children. 

I  have  visited  a  number  of  these  rooms  with  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  including  most  of  those  where  young 
children  now  live,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  dwellings 
must  be  included  in  any  consideration  of  post  war  housing  plans. 
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Houses  Disinfested  because  of  Bed  Bugs 

Eight  houses  were  disinfested  by  Cimex  Ltd.,  and 
20  by  other  methods.  Hydrogen  cyanide  disinfestation  was 
not  employed. 

Firewatchers’  premises  disinfested  for  bugs  ...  3 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of 

Food 

MILK  SUPPLY 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Resident  within  the  Council’s  area  there  were  at  the  close 
of  the  year  upon  the  registers : — 


Cowkeepers  only  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  6 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  17 

Dairies  at  which  Milk  is  sold  only  in  bottles  ...  61 


Total  ...  89 


During  the  year  one  farm  was  licensed  to  produce 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  milk. 

Non-resident  purveyors  of  milk  numbered  28. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  the  89  premises  within 
the  district  was  522  including  171  of  cowsheds  and  173  of 
farms. 

Bacterial  Examination  of  Milk 


Samples 

Submitted 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Pasteurised  in  Shipley 

21 

16 

5 

Pasteurised  outside  Shipley 

8 

1 

7 

Accredited  Milk 

21 

14 

7 

Ordinary  Milk  (produced  in  Shipley) 

12 

12 

0 

Ordinary  Milk  (produced  outside 
Shipley) 

47 

31 

16 

Heat  Treated 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

1 

1 

0 
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Biological  Examination  of  Milk 

Number  of  Samples  examined  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  Samples  found  to  be  tuberculous  2  =  4.6% 

Milk  Distribution 

Generally  speaking,  the  premises  and  utensils  of  the  dairy¬ 
men  and  milk  purveyors  have  been  found  to  be  clean  and 
satisfactory. 

Dairy  walls  cement  rendered  ...  ...  1 

Dairy  floor  concreted  ...  ...  1 

Limewashing  carried  out  ...  ...  1 

Dairy  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gulley  fixed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipe  provided  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  with  tiled  walls  ...  ...  2 

Hot  and  cold  water  supply  provided  ...  1 

Licences  issued  under  the  Special  Designations  Order 
were  5,  or  the  same  as  in  1943. 

Ice  Cream 

The  inspectors  made  4  visits  to  manufacturers’  premises 
and  3  to  retail  premises. 
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MEAT 


Public  Abattoir  and  Meat  Inspection 


Animals  killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  twelve 
months  numbered  : — 


Beasts  ...  ...  2,227 

Calves  ...  ...  1,582 

Sheep  ...  ...  7,439 

Pigs  ...  ...  93 


Total  ...  11,341 

Beasts  slaughtered  at  the  public  abattoir  numbered  786 
more  than  in  1943,  and  the  number  of  calves  increased  by  1,147. 
There  was  a  decrease  of  1,215  sheep  and  a  decrease  of  62  pigs 
slaughtered  there.  The  number  of  cows  killed  was  465  or 
20.88%  of  the  beasts. 


Wholesale  Market 


Meat  produced  outside  Shipley  and  brought  in  for  alloca¬ 
tion  or  wholesale  distribution  from  the  abattoir  included  : — 

Quarters  of  beef  (frozen)  ...  ...  3,572 

Carcasses  of  mutton  or  lamb  (frozen)  ...  20,310 

Carcasses  of  pork  (frozen)  ...  ...  1 

Cases  of  meat  and  edible  offals  (frozen)  ...  10,838 

Carcasses  and  Organs  Inspected  and  found 

unfit  for  Food 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 
Cattle  Sheep 


excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  Killed 

1762 

465 

1582 

7439 

93 

Number  Inspected  . 

1762 

465 

1582 

7439 

93 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned  ... 

— 

3 

15 

21 

— 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

294 

119 

1 

847 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected,  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  ... 

16.68% 

26.73% 

1.01% 

11.66% 

2.15% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned  ... 

2  or 

13  or 

2  or 

0 

2  or 

00.11% 

2.79% 

00.12% 

2.15% 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

203 

108 

5 

0 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected,  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

11.63% 

26.02% 

00.44% 

0 

6.45% 
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Table  of  Particulars  of  Carcasses  and  Organs  surrendered  at  the 
Public  Abattoir  and  showing  the  various  causes  for  surrender. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Beasts. 


Carcasses, 

15 

Tons 

=  3 

cwts. 

4 

qr. 

1 

lbs, 

13 

Quarters  of  Beef,  3 1 

=  1 

15 

1 

2 

Briskets, 

30 

=  0 

4 

3 

12 

Heads  and 

Tongues, 

131 

=  1 

16 

1 

20 

Livers, 

82 

0 

11 

2 

24 

Pairs  of  Lungs,  214 

=  0 

19 

0 

12 

Mesenteries 
and  Intestines, 

63 

=  0 

15 

2 

21 

Stomachs, 

44 

=  0 

8 

1 

0 

Steakbone 

2 

=  0 

0 

2 

4 

Fat, 

1 

=  0 

0 

1 

14 

Hearts 

17 

=  0 

0 

2 

12 

Udders, 

2 

=  0 

0 

0 

10 

9 

17 

1 

4 

Pigs. 


Carcasses 

2 

Tons 

=  0 

cwts. 

1 

qr. 

3 

lbs 

14 

Heads  and 

Tongues, 

3 

=  0 

0 

1 

4 

Livers, 

5 

=  0 

0 

0 

15 

Pairs  of  Lungs, 

5 

=  0 

0 

0 

14 

Mesenteries, 

1 

=  0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

2 

1 

24 

Calves. 

Carcasses,  2  =  0  1  1  15 

Plucks,  6  —  0  0  14 

0  1  2  19 


OTHER 

Beasts. 

Tons  cwts.  qr.  lbs. 

Carcasses  (Oedema)  3=0  11  0  8 

Heads  and  Tongues 

(Actinomycosis),  3  =  0  0  3  12 

Beef  (Bruised),  5=0  1  2  16 

Beef  (Bone  Taint),  3=0  130 

Beef  (Abscesses),  1  =  0  0  2  0 

Livers 

(Distomatosis) ,  266  =  1  18  0  0 

Livers  (Cirrhosis),  26  =  0  3  3  6 

Livers  (Angioma),  43  =  0  6  0  16 

Livers  (Abscesses),  55  =  0  7  3  12 

Udders 

(Mammitis),  215  =  0  8  3  17 

Lungs  (Pleurisy),  2  =  0  0  0  20 

Hearts  (Pericarditis),  6  =  0  0  0  24 

Kidneys  (Nephritis),  2  =  0  0  0  4 

Stomach  (Taint),  1  =  0  0  0  21 

4  1  0  16 


DISEASES. 

Pigs. 

cwts.  qr.  lbs 

Livers  (Cysts),  1  =  0  0  4 

Lungs  (Pneumonia),  2  =  0  0  7 

0  0  11 


Calves. 


Carcasses  (Immature), 

9  =  2 

1 

6 

Carcasses  (Congestion) , 

4  =  1 

2 

14 

Carcasses  (Oedema), 

2  =  0 

3 

0 

Livers  (Cysts), 

1  =  0 

0 

2 

4 

2 

22 
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OTHER  DISEASES — continued. 


Sheep. 


cwts. 

qr. 

lbs. 

Carcasses  (Oedema), 

13 

=  4 

1 

12 

Carcasses  (Emaciation) 

I,  4 

-  0 

3 

19 

Carcass  (Congestion), 

1 

=  0 

1 

4 

Carcasses  (Moribund) 

3 

=  1 

2 

14 

Mutton  (Bruised), 

1 

=  0 

0 

16 

Livers  (Distomatosis) , 

600 

=  10 

2 

24 

Livers  (Parasites), 

224 

=  4 

1 

12 

Pluck  (Abscesses), 

1 

=  0 

0 

4 

Lungs  (Parasites) , 

17 

=  0 

0 

17 

22 

2 

10 

Imported  Meat 

cwts.  qr.  lbs. 

Carcasses  of  Mutton 

(Moulds),  22  =  6  2  27 

Part  Carcass  of  Pork 

(Decomposition),  1  =  0  3  16 

7  2  15 


Total  weight  of  meat  surrendered  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 
15  tons  17  cwts.  2  qrs.  9  lbs. 


Other  Foods 

The  Department  have  again  worked  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  Salvage  Section  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  wherever 
possible,  food  has  been  returned  for  reprocessing. 

Other  foods  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  reprocessing  have 
been  salvaged  for  pig  food. 

Details  of  such  foods  found  to  be  unfit  are  set  out  below. 


lbs. 

ozs 

218  tins  of  meat 

312 

10 

84  tins  of  vegetables 

86 

0 

312  tins  of  milk 

285 

10 

500  tins  of  fruit 

4955 

8 

114  tins  of  fish 

104 

0 

2  tins  of  various  food  stuff's 

3 

0 

2  pieces  of  bacon 

23 

0 

12  tins  of  soup 

10 

2 

5  containers  of  jam 

10 

4 

2  boxes  of  wet  fish  ... 

105 

0 

19  boxes  of  dried  fruits 

489 

8 

1  bag  of  sugar 

20 

0 

1  bag  of  mussels 

112 

0 

68  eggs  . 

8 

8 

150  packets  of  biscuits 

56 

4 

40  bars  of  chocolate 

10 

0 

Total  ...  6591  6 
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Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Meat  surrendered  at  Abattoir 

15 

17 

2 

9 

0 

Food  surrendered  at  Shops,  etc. 

2 

18 

3 

11 

6 

Total  found  unfit  for  food 

18 

16 

1 

20 

6 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises 

Inspections  of  all  classes  of  food  premises  have  been  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 


Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Fishmongers’  and  Greengrocers’  Premises...  ...  1,086 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Food  Preparing  and  Storing  Places  ...  ...  202 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops  ...  ...  124 

Other  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Public  Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Other  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 


Inspection  of  Meat  in  Shops 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  butchers’  shops,  not  only  for 
meat  inspection,  but  to  see  that  the  regulations  were  complied 
with.  The  total  number  of  inspections  was  145. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  in  the  district  33  bakehouses,  including  4  under¬ 
ground.  73  inspections  were  made,  resulting  in  the  following 


works  being  carried  out : — 

Inspection  chambers  provided  ...  ...  2 

Limewashing  carried  out  ...  ...  4 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  2 

Drains  renewed  ...  ...  2 

Disinfestation  for  rats  ...  ...  2 

FRIED  FISH  AND  POTATO  SHOPS 

Number  of  premises  ...  ...  40 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  73 

Works  carried  out  : — 

Limewashing  carried  out  ...  ...  4 

Potato  machine  cleansed  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  removed  ...  1 

Drains  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Waste  pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  2 

Rainwater  pipe  disconnected  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  1 

Yard  surface  repaired  ...  ...  1 

Plastered  walls  repaired  ...  ...  1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  campaign  for  diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued 
throughout  the  year  in  regard  to  the  pre-school  children.  The 
figures  are  set  out  below,  and  it  is  gratifying  that  the  number  of 
children  under  5  years  of  age  immunised  (1  complete  course) 
shows  a  steady,  if  slow,  rise.  We  have  reached  the  stage  in 
Shipley  where  so  far  as  new  immunisations  for  the  first  time  are 
concerned  we  must  concentrate  entirely  on  the  pre-school 
population. 

The  number  of  children  given  a  “  boosting  ”  dose  on  school 
entry  was  325;  the  intention  of  this  proceeding  is  to  raise  the 
immunity  of  the  children  when  they  enter  school  and  come  into 
contact  with  large  numbers  of  children,  amongst  whom  diphtheria 
carriers  may  be  present. 


School  Children 

Infants 

Total 

Complete  Course 

Complete  Course 

Complete  Course 

1935 

414 

16 

430 

1936 

833 

135 

968 

1937 

226 

55 

281 

1938 

177 

75 

252 

1939 

243 

44 

287 

1940 

267 

94 

361 

1941 

658 

543 

1201 

1942 

270 

487 

757 

1643 

186 

350 

536 

1944 

87 

368 

455 

3361 

2167 

5528 

At  the  end  of  1944  it  was  estimated  that  52%  of  infants  then 
under  5  years  of  age  and  72%  of  children  then  from  5  to  15  years 
of  age  had  had  one  complete  course. 
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Number  of  children  immunised  each  year  commencing  1943 


Age  at  date  of 

1943 

1944 

immunisation 

2nd  half 

1st  half 

2nd  half 

1—2 

144 

118 

197 

2—3 

18 

12 

9 

3—4 

12 

6 

8 

4—5 

23 

5 

13 

5—6 

10 

17 

12 

6—7 

14 

12 

8 

7—8 

1 

8 

8 

8—9 

4 

7 

3 

9—10 

6 

1 

2 

10—11 

7 

— 

— 

11—12 

4 

4 

12—13 

1 

2 

2 

13—14 

2 

— 

1 

14—15 

— 

— 

15—16 

— 

— 

Total  number 
of  children 
immunised  in 

246 

192 

263 

year 

Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Scarlet  fever  was  less  common  than  in  the  previous  year,  the 
notifications  reaching  only  half  those  in  1943. 

Diphtheria  was  more  frequent  and  whooping  cough  more 
prevalent  than  in  1943,  but  measles  was  not  epidemic.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  special  infectious  diseases  here 
discussed. 

The  age  incidence  table  shows  the  importance  of  the  school 
age  period  in  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  shows  also  that  the 
incidence  of  whooping  cough  was  mainly  in  the  age  groups  below 
school  entry. 

Diarrhoeal  Disease 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  was  notified  in  35  cases  (26  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health);  23  cases  occurred  in  War  Nurseries. 

A  word  of  caution  is  necessary  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
figures  relating  to  dysentery.  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  number 
of  cases  of  dysentery  was  greatly  in  excess  of  the  number  notified. 
The  number  of  notifications  made  in  respect  of  the  War  Nursery 
children  is  a  pointer  :  here,  diarrhoea  of  anything  more  than  a 
trivial  character  calls  for  examination  of  the  stools.  In  all  during 
the  year  397  samples  of  faeces  were  taken  in  the  town  and  58  were 
positive  for  one  or  other  of  the  dysentery  organisms  (page  53) . 
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In  November  an  effort  was  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Laboratory  to  estimate  the  carrier  state  of  the  child 
population.  Samples  of  faeces  or  rectal  swabs  of  81  nursery 
school  children  (drawn  from  all  over  the  town)  were  submitted 
for  examination,  no  cases  of  dysentery  being  known  among  them. 
2  showed  Sonne  dysentery  bacilli.  In  addition,  one  child  and  one 
teacher  had  recently  been  affected  by  true  dysentery  (Sonne). 

In  September,  1944,  29  persons  were  affected  by  what  was 
almost  certainly  food  poisoning;  70  persons,  many  of  them  visitors 
to  the  town,  ate  food  at  a  wedding  party,  and  29  of  them  (men, 
women  and  children  in  approximately  equal  proportions  to  those 
present)  were  affected  subsequently  in  greater  or  less  degree  with 
vomiting,  diarrhoea  (no  blood  or  mucus),  acute  abdominal  pain, 
sweats,  etc.  In  respect  of  six  of  the  guests  no  subsequent  informa¬ 
tion  was  obtainable.  The  first  symptoms  in  the  first  case  came 
on  within  two  hours  of  taking  food.  Some  of  the  cases  were  really 
ill  but  none  required  admission  to  hospital. 

Two  of  the  families  involved  received  medical  attention  the 
same  night  and  another  case  two  days  later.  The  Public  Health 
Department  only  learned  of  the  occurrence  through  the  public 
press  48  hours  after  the  party  had  taken  place.  It  was  not  possible 
then  to  secure  samples  of  all  the  various  foods  eaten,  some  of 
which  had  been  prepared  and  supplied  privately,  and  some  by  a 
local  confectioner,  and  though  samples  of  many  foods  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
cider  drink  to  chemical  analysis  for  metallic  contamination  in 
addition,  the  nature  of  the  cause  was  not  ascertained.  19  samples 
of  faeces  from  patients  (more  or  less  recovered  by  this  time)  all 
proved  negative.  No  samples  of  vomit  were  available.  Enquiries 
showed  that  no  particular  foodstuff  or  drink  was  absolutely 
common  to  the  cases  and  none  of  the  guests  or  staff  concerned  gave 
a  history  of  having  been  affected  prior  to  the  party.  Considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  information  and,  of  course, 
the  first  information  about  the  occurrence  was  received  too  late. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1944 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifications 
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Notification"  of,  and  Deaths  from,  Infectious  Diseases 
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Corrected  for  changes  in  diagnosis. 
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Tuberculosis 

There  were  15  notifications  (9  male  and  6  female)  of,  and 
11  deaths  (8  male  and  3  female)  from,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
during  1944.  The  corresponding  figures  for  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  2  (2  males  and  0  female)  and  no  deaths 
respectively. 


Scabies 

Scabies  is  treated  at  Pinnel  Street  Baths,  which  is  the 
CounciTs  cleansing  station,  free  of  charge.  The  method  usually 
employed  is  an  application  of  benzyl  benzoate  on  two  occasions 
at  weekly  intervals;  house  contacts  are  encouraged  to  attend,  they 
receive  one  treatment. 

Disinfestation  of  clothing  and  bedding  has  now  been 
abandoned. 

A  survey  of  school  children  in  April  and  May,  1944,  showed 
the  average  incidence  to  be  five  cases  per  1,000  children  present  in 
school. 

At  the  baths  508  Shipley  persons  (including  contacts)  in  177 
families  were  treated;  in  all  734  treatments  were  given;  in  addition, 
104  people  from  outside  the  district  in  37  families  attended  and 
received  157  treatments. 

Louse  Infestation 

Body  louse  infestation  must  be  very  rare  in  the  civilian 
population  in  Shipley;  at  any  rate  it  is  hardly  ever  seen.  Head 
louse  infestation  is  common.  No  detailed  surveys  have  been  made 
apart  from  those  among  school  children,  which  have  been 
discussed  in  my  school  medical  report.  For  all  cases  found, 
lethane  ‘  384  special  ’  preparation,  ascabiol  (new  formula)  and 
sacker’s  oil  are  available  and,  intelligently  used,  are  all  very 
useful.  Ascabiol  has  been  found  very  useful  and,  not  being 
unpleasant  in  smell,  acceptable  to  the  parents.  Possibly  D.D.T. 
5%  powder  may  prove  valuable— it  is  intended  to  try  this  out.  A 
small  number  of  cases  (school  children)  have  been  cleansed  by  the 
nurses.  I  consider  it  would  be  better  if  the  actual  cleansing  were 
done  by  an  attendant  who  need  not  be  a  qualified  nurse. 

When  a  child  is  found  persistently  infested  the  mother  is 
sought,  and  enquiry,  and  when  possible  examination,  of  the  other 
members  of  the  family  are  made.  Examination  of  pre-school 
children  for  louse  infestation  requires  the  greatest  tact,  and  can 
only  be  undertaken  in  known  offenders,  or  by  a  nurse  very 
familiar  to  the  mother  and  family. 
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Ward  Statistics 


North. 

South. 

East. 

West. 

Central. 

Total. 

Acreage  ... 

468 

408 

368 

773 

166 

2,183 

Estimated  Population  ... 

5,870 

6,740 

5,830 

7,070 

3,480 

28,990 

Est.  Population  per  acre 

12.5 

16.5 

15.8 

9.1 

20.9 

13.2 

Live  Births 

135 

108 

134 

110 

70 

557 

Birth  Rate 

22.9 

16.0 

22.9 

15.5 

20.1 

19.2 

Deaths 

80 

96 

75 

95 

60 

406 

Death  Rate 

13.6 

14.2 

12.8 

13.4 

17.2 

14.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year  of  age 

10 

4 

3 

5 

2 

24 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

73.3 

37.0 

22.3 

45.4 

28.5 

43.1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications 

12  5  5 

19 

1 

45 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

7 

5 

2 

21 

Typhoid  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

9 

4 

8 

6 

1 

28 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

2 

28 

13 

5 

83 

Dysentery 

12 

1 

16 

5 

1 

35 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis : — 

Pulmonary 

2 

3 

3 

5 

2 

15 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

There  were  no  notifications  of  smallpox. 
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